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Appendix: Speaker Submissions
Overview

Demographics

Number of submissions indicating they'd like to speak: 86

Some submissions included demographic data which is displayed below:

What ward do you live in? count
Vincent Ward 24
Cromwell Ward 12
Maniototo Ward 9
Teviot Valley Ward 8
Which gender do you identify with most? count
Male 28
Female 14
Prefer not to say 3
Age group count
Not specified 49
65+ 15
55-64 7
18-24 5
35-44 5
25-34 3
45-54 2
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Under 18 0
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Distribution by Age Group
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Gender Distribution by Age Group

Gender
BN Female
144 - Male
mmm Prefer not to say
12 4
10
8-
6
4
2
0-
3 3 ¥ z 3 3 Z
] Q Q 2 A © G
a
w
o
=]
z
Age group
Image
Ward Distribution by Age Group
164 Ward
B Cromwell Ward
B Maniototo Ward
mm Teviot Valley ward
14 1 EEE Vincent Ward
124
104
84
6
44
24
o
5 i 3 3 3 z
3 R R 2 R S
a
w
]
=z
Age group

Iltem 2 - Appendix 1 Page 8



Council Meeting Attachments 15 May 2025

Image

Ward Distribution by Gender
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Adair Craik (ID: 6210181)
Written Submission

lse | am submitting:
as an individual

usdl Other commentsDo you have any other comments to make in relation to the key

proposals and content of the draft 2025-2034 Long-term Plan?:

My submission is not directly related to the key proposals and content of the LTP, but it is in
relation to the existence of the new Naseby Wildfire Group that has been established. FENZ
have been a key player in driving the establishment of this group, particularly given the

forestry that immediately surrounds the Naseby township.

We would like the opportunity to provide an outline of what this group is endeavoring to

establish in order to protect the community, both human and property, from potential wildfire.
lsd What town do you live in or closest to?:

Naseby, Otago
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Sarah Anderson (ID: 6210128)
Written Submission

lse | am submitting:

as an individual

us Please choose your preferred option.:

Option A: Create a Council Controlled Organisation (CCO) from 1 July 2027.
us Please choose your preferred option.:

Option A: Create a Council Controlled Organisation (CCO) from 1 July 2027.
ud Please select your preferred option.:

Option C: Maintain Council support for specific halls and facilities on the list above.
lsd Which hall/facility would you like to comment?:

Wedderburn Hall

kse Would you like to comment on the Wedderburn Hall?:

| would like to see the Wedderburn Hall remain accessible to the community who are
currently organising & discussing ways to encourage use & enjoyment of a significant local

landmark.
s Which option do you prefer?:

Option A: Support Council ownership and management of the lda MacDonald Roxburgh

Pool Punawai Ora.
ksl Which option do you prefer?:

Option A: Support Council ownership and management of the lda MacDonald Roxburgh

Pool Punawai Ora.
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sl Which option do you prefer?:

Option A: Support Council ownership and management of the lda MacDonald Roxburgh

Pool Punawai Ora.
sl Which option do you prefer?:

Option A: Support Council ownership and management of the Ida MacDonald Roxburgh

Pool Punawai Ora.
sl Which option do you prefer?:

Option A: Support Council ownership and management of the Ida MacDonald Roxburgh

Pool Punawai Ora.
sl Which option do you prefer?:

Option A: Support Council ownership and management of the Ida MacDonald Roxburgh

Pool Punawai Ora.

ke Other commentsDo you have any other comments to make in relation to the key

proposals and content of the draft 2025-2034 Long-term Plan?:
Re: Building divestments. Please consider each building case by case.
ke What town do you live in or closest to?:

Wedderburn, Otago
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Michelle Bisset (ID: 6210725)
Written Submission

lse | am submitting:

as an individual

ssd Would you like to comment on our plan for water?:

| do not wish to comment on this issue.

sl Would you like to comment on volumetric charges?:

| do not wish to comment on this issue although | do support water metering.
ud Please select your preferred option.:

Option C: Maintain Council support for specific halls and facilities on the list above.
lsd Which hall/facility would you like to comment?:

Patearoa Hall, Fenton Library, Other

ke Would you like to comment on the Patearoa Hall?:

Patearoa is a community of interest unlike any other in the Maniatoto. Its population alone is
difficult to determine at any one time due to its unique make up; a small permanent village
population and an extended rural population; a migrant workforce and the "cribbies" some of
whom have a multi generational ties to the community. This diversity combined with the loss
of its school and the fact that its pub is no longer trading, makes Patearoa and the needs of
its community, distinctive in the Maniatoto. There is a strong desire in the community for the
retention or rebuild of its hall as reflected in a recent community survey and several
community meetings.

| would like to see Council work with a representative group of the Patearoa Community to
realise the community's aspirations for their hall. There is much scope for investigation of
options over and above divestment and/or retention of the current hall. | would like to see

Council enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the community as a starting point
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for an ongoing formal relationship to this end. To provide some assurance for the community,
| would like to suggest that this be undertaken as soon as practicable following the adoption
of the Long Term Plan and extend for the life of the Plan or until the remediation date of the

current hall, which ever time-frame is agreeable to both parties.
ke Would you like to comment on the Fenton Library?:

Home to the Burn Radio and Positively Maniatoto which provide a tangible community
connection across the district, | would like to see Council consider the retention of the Fenton
Library as the home of these community organisations, as they have expressed. This iconic
Ranfurly building is an anchor point for community connectivity which is widely recognised

and loved.
sl Would you like to comment on another hall or facility?:

| would like to make a general comment with regards to divestment of community halls.
Blanket divestment of halls across the District is an issue which has wide ranging
consequences for affected communities so in many respects the small window of opportunity
for community comment via this LTP consultation is somewhat inadequate. While it may be
relatively easy for Council to divest itself of facilities that have no or low usage, and to enter
into negotiation with tenants of those buildings that are providing an income and are not
earthquake prone, the halls in communities that have moderate or regular use, should be
given the opportunity for further dialogue, with Council. This is particularly important for
communities who have lost other facilities (schools or pubs) which are often central to the
everyday life of those communities. To suggest that other Club facilites may be used instead
overlooks the purpose of those facilities (for example, bowling or golf clubs). While there may
be goodwill to expand their use to the wider community, they do not provide a unique
community space as do current halls which carry the spirit and memories of their
communities. This is also true of the notion of the reduction of tyranny of distance - this
concept has little relevance in comparison to the history and 'place to stand' that community
halls provide. Divestment is not just a matter of economics but a reflection of other elements
of community sustainability that are detailed in S.10 of the Local Government Act 2002 which
Council currently has an obligation to meet. While there is potential for the community
outcomes references of this legislation to be repealed by the end of 2025, it would be
somewhat disingenuous of Council to put these aside in a Plan that has effect until 2034. All

affected communities should be given adequate time to work with Council to formulate a way
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forward should they wish to retain or rebuild their halls. Equally, should there be no option
due the earthquake prone nature of some buildings, communities should be sure of Council's
commitment to fund the demolition and remediation of sites that these halls currently stand
on. Formal agreements (for example, Memoranda of Understanding) should be entered into
to provide surety for both affected communities and Council as to expectations (financial and

other) in addition to realistic timeframes and reporting expectations.

Substantial research has been undertaken on the history and usage over time of community
halls in New Zealand. An accesible example is "On a Saturday Night - Community Halls of
Small-Town New Zealand" Frey and Newman, 2012.

To quote from this work, "To have a hall in your area means you have a real community"
(p.143).

ke Would you like to provide comments on the Ida MacDonald Roxburgh Pool

Punawai Ora?:

| do not wish to comment on this issue.

lse Would you like to provide comments on the Alexandra outdoor pool?:

| do not wish to comment on this issue.

ke Would you like to provide comments on the Manuherekia Valleys Community
Hub?:

| would like to support additional funding for this project in recognition of the community's
effort and partnership with Council. This relationship and level of support could be used as a
model for working with and supporting other communities who wish to work with Council to
either retain or rebuild their halls. The support for rural communities is minimal in proportion
to the amount that has been invested in the new facility in Cromwell and will show a

commitment from Council to the fabric of its rural communities.

sd Would you like to provide comments on the Artificial Turf at Maniototo Area

School?:

| do not wish to comment on this issue.
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L'_j Would you like to provide comments on the Artificial Turf at Dunstan High

School?:
| do not wish to comment on this issue.
L'_j What town do you live in or closest to?:

Ranfurly, Otago
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Brief:

In response to the impending community meeting with council representatives regarding the potential
divestment of the Patearoa Hall, the Patearoa Community Group (PCG) prepared a short survey. This
survey was sent to community members to gauge their views. The PCG will use the survey results to be
presented at the meeting, ensuring that the community's views are accurately represented. PCG has
been invited to a meeting with council representatives on March 9th to share information about the
proposal.

The questionnaire, which ran for one week and was circulated through community email and Social
Media, received 59 responses, indicating a high level of community interest in this matter.

Summary: A simple summary of answers

° Respondents 59 total mostly residents (33/56%)
° Need toilets? Almost all say yes, 97%.

° Need a hall 75%

° Keep the hall 48%

° Community developed hall 66%

1. How many separate occasions have you used the hall in the last 12 months? (Approximately)
59 responses

@ None, | haven't used it

@® 1-5times

@ 6-10times

@ More than 10 times

@ | have just moved here but am a firm
supporter of the retention of halls in the
absence of other community meeting
places.

@ elderfamily@hotmail.co.nz

@ New to the area

Summary:
Over half the respondents (43/59) have used the hall 1 - 5 times in the past year. 5% of the respondents
(3 people) selected ‘other,’” so it doesn’t say with 13 people (22%) who haven’t used the hall.
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2a. Please indicate the purpose of your visit to the Patearoa Hall. Choose as many options are
applicable to you over the past 12 months. For each...one (‘Yes' | went alone, or 'No' | went with others.

Il A sporting event [l ANZAC Day Service Crockery Bobs [l Attending a wedding 1/2
30

20

10

Yes No N/A

Please note in this graph, purple represents attending a funeral, turquoise - others and pink is
NA, | haven't used the hall.

Summary: The data from this question can’t be seen as 100% accurate. When setting up the
survey to ascertain whether people went by themselves, the system wouldn’t allow people to
submit an answer without something in every row. Earlier, after the survey was published, there
were only two answers (yes or no), not NA. Therefore, it's not a true reflection of whether people
went with others or not. Most people seemed to have gone alone to events.

2b. If you answered 'Other' in question 2a, please state the purpose of use e.g.
private function (21'st) etc..17 responses

e Would usually go to crockery bobs but was away this year

e None but the survey wouldn't let me not answer

e Work shop hosted by beef and lamb NZ on Land Environmental Plans
e End of Lions 4-wheel drive rally

e Birthday party x3 (40th, 21st)

e we looked at the hall for a wedding

e private function x2

e Viewing

e Delivering Goods for Crockery Bobs.

e A meeting. All with others. x3
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3. Approximately how many different occasions have you used the Hall toilets in the last 12

months?
59 responses

the Patearoa Hall
@ 1-5times
@ 6-10times
@ More than 10 times
@ No. But have in the past.

Summary: 69.5% of respondents (41/49) have used the toilets in the past year, with the majority
being used 1 to 5 times by a person.

4a. Do you think it is important for Patearoa to retain a Hall?

59 responses

@ Yes

® No

@ Maybe
@ Not sure

@ None, | haven't used the Public Toilets at

Summary: 74.6% (44/59 respondents) thought it was important for Patearoa to retain a hall. Only

six thought it wasn’t necessary, and the remaining respondents (nine) were unsure.
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5a. Do you think it is important for Patearoa to retain the current hall building?

59 responses
® Yes
16.9% ® No
@ Maybe
Not sure
°

Summary: 47.5% of respondents (28/59) thought it was important to retain the current hall, while
15 were ‘maybe’ or ‘not sure’. Sixteen respondents thought the current building shouldn’t be
retained.

6. Do you see merit in investigating a community-developed new hall or a refurbished current

hall ? (other communities have undertaken such developments).
59 responses

® Yes
® No
@ Not sure

Summary: There was strong support for considering other options, such as community
development of a new hall or to refurbish the current hall.
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7. Do you think it is important for Patearoa to retain Public Toilets.

59 responses

@® Yes

® No

@ Maybe
@ Not sure

Summary: There is an incredibly strong indication that the Patearoa Community sees it as
essential to retain public toilets in Patearoa.

8. What do you see the Patearoa Community Hall could be used for in the future?s1

Suggested Uses for the Patearoa Hall

14
12
10
8
5]
: I |
) 1il 11
O O & & L R R o5 O O o & &
X & & v\'\\°¢° £ 8 F L X FES NS SEEE
QA EFFE LSS NP P EE SO NG S N
S e P & FFE ST E S S & O °
&2 oY > & & O P N
0@6\6\ & e Qg‘& %\C)D@x{\\ \Qsﬁ L ® o P $ =
& LT NFE & e
O & N N\ &
& X & ¥ ]
° <&

Summary: The above summarises the information received and indicates how many times a
suggestion was put forward. There was a really strong sense of community and mention of the loss
of the pub and school, therefore supporting Patearoa retaining a hall. Other suggestions that were
mentioned were Drama Group, Quiz Nights, Wine bar evenings, Cooking, pop-up market,
fundraising events, community meals, Motor Caravan Association parking facility, coffee mornings,
card nights and pot-luck dinners.
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10a. Thank you for taking the time to fill out this survey. The PCG appreciates your feedback.

Please indicate which BEST describes your affiliation to Patearoa.
57 responses

@ Current Patearoa permanent resident
@ Current Patearoa crib owner

@ Past Patearoa resident
@ Past Patearoa crib owner
@ Maniototo resident

@ Other (please state in question b)

Summary: Most respondents were Patearoa residents (32) followed by crib owners (13).
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Ewan Cameron Mason (ID: 6190727)
Written Submission

L'_j First name:
Ewan

L'_j Last name:
Mason

;—j Email address:

L'_j Where do you live?:

Maniototo Ward

u—j I am submitting:

as an individual

u—j Please choose your preferred option.:

Option B: Status quo. Water services continue to be owned, maintained and delivered by

Council.
u_j Please choose your preferred option.:

Option B: Status quo. Water services continue to be owned, maintained and delivered by

Council.
u_j Please select your preferred option.:

Option B: Maintain the current level of support that Council provides for all of the halls and

facilities listed above.

Q Which option do you prefer?:
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Option A: Support Council ownership and management of the lda MacDonald Roxburgh

Pool Punawai Ora.

kssd Which option do you prefer?:

Option A: Support Council ownership and management of the lda MacDonald Roxburgh

Pool Punawai Ora.

s Which option do you prefer?:

Option A: Support Council ownership and management of the lda MacDonald Roxburgh

Pool Punawai Ora.

ksl Which option do you prefer?:

Option A: Support Council ownership and management of the Ida MacDonald Roxburgh

Pool Punawai Ora.

ksl Which option do you prefer?:

Option A: Support Council ownership and management of the lda MacDonald Roxburgh

Pool Punawai Ora.

kssl Which option do you prefer?:

Option A: Support Council ownership and management of the lda MacDonald Roxburgh

Pool Punawai Ora.

ke What town do you live in or closest to?:

Ranfurly, Otago
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Supporting Document, LTP 2025/34 — RANFURLY TOWN HALL

Born in 1956 and having resided in Ranfurly ever since, | have been a strong supporter of community
initiatives across the Maniototo.

In 1973 | became the projectionist for movie screenings held in the Ranfurly Town Hall (a Council
operated initiative).

Also in 1973 | took a lead role in establishing the “Maniototo Community Speaker System” (MCSS).
Its mandate was (and still is) to assist with staging and running events within the Maniototo by
providing low cost audio, lighting and video services.

Committees planning functions in this part of the country are hamstrung by low operating budgets
and having to pay full hire rates in order to bring in technical equipment from outside the area would
place an un-manageable burden on their finances. One common repository of sound, lighting and
other equipment available to all users in the area seemed a logical way of catering to the
Maniototo’s needs at an affordable cost.

Coupled with a huge amount of voluntary input this model has worked exceedingly well. | can think
of at least three current serving Councillors being able to attest to this.

Pre COVID the system was used an average of 40 / 45 times per year. A little less nowadays but it is
regaining momentum again. What this means is that as the operator of the MCSS | have attended
almost all of the larger functions either outdoors or in Council owned buildings, requiring sound
reinforcement over the past 52 years. | have also served on many of the committees behind these
functions.

A large percentage of these have been held in either the Ranfurly Hall or the Maniototo Park
Stadium.

| feel this qualifies me as a suitably experienced sound engineer and able to discuss the merits,
characteristics, facilities, capacities and other features required of venues in our area.

Specifically in this instance, we’re discussing the Ranfurly Town Hall.

For the Council to divest its ownership of this hall is wrong.

No local club or entity could afford to run it based on usage, hire rates etc.

To this end it is appropriate for it to remain rate funded.

A venue of its size, seating capacity and functionality is a must have in a community of this size.

It is appreciated however that “this building” has seen a long service and has undergone many
alterations. There are cracks where there shouldn’t be and it has a floor that warrants replacement.
To carry out strengthening would be just one more round of expenditure poured into a facility which
over the next ten to fifteen years will require a lot more.

I’'m sure their will be many submissions put forward from individuals or organisations and included
will be some from our local theatre group, local schools and other hall users all reinforcing the
common theme of continuing this building’s existence within Ranfurly.
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Siting the local theatre group (formerly the Ranfurly Musical & Dramatic Society) as an example, it
saw fit over the years to expend large sums of money developing and maintaining an extensive
lighting infrastructure within this hall.

Coupled with a very large stage area and associated “back-stage” facilities this hall is quite unique.
While the over-all conditions are somewhat below par the actual space and the flexibility it offers
along with the permanently installed lighting system is rare across the Region (even amongst some of
the newer and very modern replacements)

The acoustics of the audience area (Front of House) are more than acceptable and it offers a
desirable viewing distance from the stage to anywhere in the room.

Following on from this, both local schools rely on the facilities this venue offers to host their mid year
concerts, speech contests, end of year prize-givings and suchlike

To me, the way forward is :-

STEP ONE to maintain the status quo AND delay any expenditure on earthquake strengthening in
the for-seeable future thereby giving time for ......

STEP TWO use this time to schedule this building for replacement and accordingly include this in
the spatial plan going forward. Surely the correct long term objective must be for us to provide the
next generation with a building of the same size and features constructed to meet modern
standards. | see no merit whatsoever in supporting anything less.

Far too often we hear :-

“you’ll have to travel to another part of the region to enjoy that level of facility”.
“no. we can’t afford that in the Maniototo”

“we simply can’t justify that level of expense in Ranfurly of all places”

Strange, that in other corners of the CODC development is encouraged.

Turning to the Maniototo Park Stadium briefly, I've heard it mentioned that an option may be to
further modify this building to offer a stage area and backstage facilities. This would be ill conceived.
At the end of the day you’re expecting an audience to receive an entertaining “theatre” experience
whilst seated on a basketball court in an environment of less than desirable acoustics. This option
would not allow for an installed lighting system of a similar standard to that which we currently
enjoy. It’s a sports stadium, let’s leave it that way.

Thank you for considering my thoughts on this topic

Ewan Mason QSM
49 John Street
RANFURLY 9332

021998 229
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Mike Jameson (ID: 6213879)
Written Submission

lue First name:
Mike

lse Last name:
Jameson

lusd Email address:

lss Where do you live?:

Maniototo Ward

ud | am submitting:

as an individual

lue Please select your preferred option.:

Option C: Maintain Council support for specific halls and facilities on the list above.
ke Which hall/facility would you like to comment?:
Waipiata Hall, Wallace Memorial Rooms

ke Would you like to comment on the Waipiata Hall?:
Waipiata Memorial Hall

Review of the hall at 1 May 2025:

Presently under the ownership and control of CODC. Issues arising out of deferred

maintenance have impacted on the useability of the hall for the Community. A Fire Safety
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Report (2 June 2023), Accessibility Report (2 June 2023) and a Detailed Seismic and
Concept Strengthening Report (26 Sept 2023) reveal the extent of work that was confirmed

two years ago, to bring the building up to code compliance.

Use of the Hall: It has been noted that use of the Hall has decreased. This is likely due to a
number of factors. There is a perception that charges for the hall are expensive and rigidly
applied. For example, a group of Community volunteers met in 2023/2024 with the Derek
Shaw, Emergency Management Advisor, Central Otago, to plan for the establishment of an
Emergency Civil Defence Community Hub at Waipiata. CODC charged for the use of the
supper room for these meetings. With the failure and eventual decommission of the diesel
boiler, the main area of the Hall lacks adequate heating. External access to the toilets was
discontinued completely for 4-5 years by CODC, after the Waipiata Country Hotel ended it's
contract for cleaning/maintenance. The toilets reopened in late 2024, when a member of the

Community volunteered to clean the toilets, without recompense.

There is a sense of pride and commitment in our Community to preserve and use our historic
buildings and facilities. Waipiata has taken it's turn hosting Anzac Day Commemorations. On
the last of these occasions (20227?) there was a service in the main hall of the building
followed by morning tea. This was provided by the Community and volunteers cleaned the
hall before and after the service. Restoration by volunteers of the Waipiata-Hamilton’s
Library in the Main Street is futher evidence of the importance of these facilities in our
Community. Historical buildings in small towns provide important opportunities for
socialisation. Socialisation is an important issue in maintenance of cognitive function and
mental well-being. Notice/timing of the proposed divestment: | would like CODC to work in
partnership with our Community, to investigate ways to increase the usage of our Memorial
Hall. Functions could be put on in co-ordination with the Waipiata Country Hotel. Our
Community has neither the capacity nor the means to undertake on it's own, the remediation
and upgrades needed for the Hall. It appears that CODC has already budgeted for
Accessibility and Earthquake strengthening of the Waipiata Hall. | ask the Committee to
recognise that there is pride and commitment in our Community and a reasonable course of
action would be, to be open to working in partnership with us to retain the Waipiata Memorial

Hall for the Community.

Yours sincerely,

Mike Jameson
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lse Would you like to comment on the Wallace Memorial Rooms?:

Central Otago District Council April 2025- Ranfurly Service Centre CENTRAL OTAGO
DISTRICT COUNCIL LONG TERM PLAN: | am signing this letter to accompany the
Community Feedback support form as | believe that key buildings in the Maniototo district
should be retained .

The Wallace Memorial Building is an important asset to our community for several reasons: ¢
A memorial space that must be kept by the Community: The Wallace rooms, built in 1953
with donations from James Wallace and the Maniototo Women's Group, initially served as
Women's Rest and Plunket Rooms, offering indoor toilets for adults and toddlers and a
resting place with Plunket Services. It also provides access to toilets near the children's
playground. The adjoining flat housed the local Plunket Nurse. Now, various community
groups and specialists use it for activities and services such as physiotherapy, optometry,
smoking cessation groups, and social agencies. These groups pay a rental fee to CODC for
usage. * Generates Income to cover running and capital costs: The Wallace rooms have a
self-contained flat that generates consistent income for CODC. Operational costs are
minimal. Rental income from the unit and room users helps cover these costs. * Groups find
the meeting rooms ideal for small gatherings. They are easy to heat and perfect for small to
medium-sized meetings. The rooms are well utilized. « Structurally sound and not prone to
earthquakes.

* The Wallace Memorial rooms are structurally sound, well-maintained, and located on
freehold land. with no need for expensive earthquake strengthening * Accessibility « The
building offers accessible angle parking in front and is a single-story structure on a level
surface. This design allows users to safely enter and exit the building. Many users are
elderly, and the accessibility supports their continued confidence and independence in the
community. « Maniototo Bridge Club: As Users of the Building: The Maniototo Bridge Club
has used the Wallace rooms for weekly bridge sessions on Wednesdays and monthly team
competitions from February to December for approximately 15 years. The building's size is
ideal for our club membership, and amenities like a new heat pump, LED lighting, and ample
storage make it an ideal space for card playing. The adjoining kitchen is perfect for preparing
light suppers, enhancing the social experience. More recently beginner lessons have been
run from the venue and provide a quiet space for learning. « Promotion of the building could
increase usage: The space is ideal for smaller community groups or visiting specialist visiting

the Maniototo. It offers an insulated, heated and well-lit area with no alternative or similar
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size in the area The Wallace Memorial Rooms are an asset to our community. Preserving
this building maintains local history and offers benefits through minimal maintenance costs
and tenant income, ensuring sustainability. Its potential for future use further increases its
value, deserving preservation for future generations. The current level of Council support
should continue. Signature: Mike Jameson..............c.ooiiiiiiienn. Name: ...... Mike
Jameson..........coiiii [PRINTED]
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Central Otago District Council April 2025 - Ranfurly Service Centre

CENTRAL OTAGO DISTRICT COUNCIL LONG TERM PLAN: This letter accompanies the
Community Feedback support form to highlight the importance of retaining Waipiata Memorial

Hall.

A memorial space built by the Community for use within the Community

The Waipiata Community Development Committee requests that any consideration
of divestment be put on hold by the Council until the community investigates
options for greater use of the hall.

The Waipiata hallis very much the centre of a wider community and the focus for it.

Our community group includes residents, part-time residents, business operators and
local farmers in the Waipiata township and surrounds. We actively work on historical
preservation and development. Initiatives include tree planting, garden maintenance,
installing street signage and information boards, restoring Hamilton’s Waipiata Library,
organizing fundraisers, and, most recently, producing an emergency preparedness
brochure with Civil Defence, and preparing an emergency trailer with equipment and a
generator, in which we have been generously supported by Kai Tahu.

Waipiata Hall as Emergency Hub in the event of Civil Defence emergency

The hallis the obvious emergency hub for our area, and the only sizeable structure in the
township for use in such an event.

Our group finds the smaller meeting room at the Hall ideal for community gatherings. It
has a heat pump, an adjoining kitchen area, and is used for meetings, Anzac services,
and potluck get-togethers. The larger hall area, with its sprung floor and stage, is suited
for larger events. Previously it has hosted weddings, funerals, fundraisers, reunions,
badminton, book launches, and was the venue for the Waipiata Darts Club.

Recently, the diesel heating system in the large hall was decommissioned by the council,
making it less desirable for hire, especially during Central Otago winters. Regular
maintenance and heating could improve usage, with ideas like starting a pickleball club,
or other indoor sporting clubs or hosting fundraising activities such as garage sales.

To improve the demand for use effort needs to go in to marketing the possibilities it offers
Further, access needs to be facilitated by having a key available locally rather than only in
Ranfurly.

Alternative Option: Consider focusing on the smaller room with modifications for better
indoor-outdoor flow, retaining its function as a meeting place and emergency hub.
Public toilets are in the hall

Significant community and council funds were spent on upgrading the toilets in recent
years to allow entry from the rear of the building and wheelchair access. They are used
by visitors to the area, especially cyclists biking the Central Rail Trail. The toilets are
serviced and cleaned by a local volunteer.

EQP Waipiata Memorial Hall Council reportidentifies the hall as earthquake prone.
We believe the council should wait for the expected new government guidelines before
deciding on the hall’s future.

Population Growth: Increased new builds in the area indicate growing usage potential.
Waipiata, along with all other areas in the Maniototo, will inevitably benefit from the
population pressure on Queenstown and Wanaka, as well as its proximity and easy
access to Dunedin.
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